streptomycin should have been emphasized, and the occasional hepato-toxic effects of para-amino salicylic acid. On the other hand larger doses of isoniazid than those recommended can be safely given to most patients. The -injunction against delaying surgical intervention in tuberculosis of the spine is timely, for progressive vertebral destruction can be prevented and a sound bony fusion obtained by drainage of a perispinal abscess and removal of sequestra as was shown by Swett, Bennett, and Street even before the introduction of antibiotics. This book, written by two surgeons with enormous practical experience, can be thoroughly recommended. It gives a balanced account of new techniques, without overlooking the importance of the essential principles on which all advances in the treatment of bone and joint tuberculosis must be made.
ROLAND BARNES
The Use ofRadioactive Isotopes in Tuberculosis Research edited by J F Pasquier, L Trnka and R Urbancik pp xii+ 178 illustrated 70s Oxford &c.: Pergamon Press 1965 To review a scientific work of this kind impartially is often difficult enough. To do so upon finding that one of the editors, my friend the late J F Pasquier, has the book dedicated to his memory, places upon me an even greater responsibility. It is thus with sincerity that I record my admiration for this workthe proceedings of an international symposium held in Prague in May 1963.
In biological research, there is a general rule that one does not resort to methods involving radioisotopes if alternative ones are available. This book describes how, in the tuberculosis field, many problems lend themselves to tracer technique study which would be impossible or extremely tedious by other means. The scope of the book is widea good reflection on the organizers of the Czech symposium who wisely decided on a broad approach to tuberculosis research problems by these means. The editors have obtained a consistent style of presentation and a high standard of technical description.
There is a good bibliography. One wonders what useful purpose is served in publishing the general discussion. At best it makes very difficult reading and in places it is virtually unintelligible to those who did not attend the symposium.
Nevertheless, the book deserves to become a standard work for those engaged in the study of mycobacteria. It would clearly find application in many other fields of biological and medical research since many of the methods described could be applied to other micro-organisms. 1850 to 1900 was a period of relative inertia; even if there was a quorum at the meetings there was often no business. The loss of the art of copper plate writing coincided with a lack of interest and the authority of the Board declined. Two wars interrupted the years 1900 to 1950. In the first the Museum suffered no damage; in the second three-fifths of the specimens were destroyed. Since 1950 there has been a renaissance culminating in the re-opening of the Museum in May 1963, 150 years after its establishment. Tribute is paid to the benefactors who have made it possible. v This fascinating and scholarly work will give pleasure to all who appreciate the influence of the past on the welfare of the future. The appendices summarize the biographical and chronological details for easy reference. Every day, in most operating theatres in Great Britain, surgeons ask the sister for 'Spencer Wells'. Yet this pioneer of abdominal surgery is commemorated only by a portrait in the Royal College of Surgeons, a bust in the Samaritan Hospital and a ward named after him at St Albans. Mr Shepherd has performed a great service for us in preparing the first biography of Sir Thomas Spencer Wells, and has provided a lively account of his life and times. Wells served as a medical officer in the Royal Navy from 1841 to 1856, and was stationed for the most part in Malta. Here, he interested himself in pathology, infectious diseases and gout as well as surgery.
It was only after this period that he turned to gynmcological surgery and became appointed to the staff of the Samaritan Hospital.
In December 1857, he attempted, but failed at, his first ovariotomy. Undeterred, he was successful with his next case, in February 1858. In spite of violent opposition, and the label 'Belly Ripper', he and a small group of fellow pioneers placed ovariotomy, and therefore the general principles of abdominal surgery, on a sound footing. Wells in particular, by his insistence on meticulous note-keeping and on the reporting of all casesfailures as well as successeshad a major part to play during this period of evolution. In 1880 he performed his thousandth ovariotomy. This is a fascinating story told in an interesting and delightful manner. It will be of great value not only to gynvcologists and abdominal surgeons but also to all who are intrigued by the growth of modern medicine.
HAROLD ELLIS

Basic Gastro-enterology Including Diseases of the Liver by J M Naish MD FRCP and A E A Read MD FRCP
ppx-+351 illustrated 55s
Bristol: John Wright 1965 The authors have set out to review the rapidly advancing field of gastroenterology for the newcomer and they have therefore deliberately decided to give a rather dogmatic synthesis of modern knowledge rather than a reasoned account of the subject. As might be expected by choosing this method to cover such a subject as gastroenterology, where facts are often sparse and tradition dies hard, controversial statements have not infrequently been made; even so this is not too great a disadvantage for no doubt even apparently accepted dogma will be out of date in a few years' time.
An attempt has been made to cover the whole field of gastroenterology and the book starts with a section, probably its least happy, on psychosomatic aspects of gastrointestinal disturbances; following this the various organs are dealt with in turn, with an attempt to explain disordered function after an introduction on the anatomy and physiology of the affected part. The book is essentially practical and the advice on how to deal with clinical problems is usually excellent; liver disease is particularly well and simply covered, and such topics as drug jaundice have a modern ring. There are one or two curious anomalies of fact, such as the statement that Tryptizol is a monoamine oxidase inhibitor, and the use of the term 'free acid'; the inclusion of the resin test in measuring protein loss into the gut reflects the time lag while the book was at the printers. The information is succinctly given, the classifications are usually good and, for those who like them and find them helpful, diagrams abound. At the end of each chapter there is a select bibliography of the better reviews on the subject covered.
There is no doubt that this will be an extremely useful book, not only as an introduction to gastroenterology for the student but also for practitioners, and not least it will help the teacher who wants to categorize his knowledge rapidly before imparting it to his students.
A M DAWSON An Introduction to Geriatrics by Bernard Isaacs MD FRCP(Glasg) pp ix+ 212 illustrated 30s London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cassell 1965 This admirable book gives a clear description of the modern practice of geriatrics. The text is a development of lectures given at introductory courses in geriatric medicine in Glasgow under the auspices of the Postgraduate Medical Board, and clearly much thought has been given to the contents. The views expressed are authoritative and the approach will appeal to those who practise geriatrics. Much useful information should also be obtained by the doctor whose main concern is general medicine. The description of agnosia, mental confusion and the psychological changes in old age make fascinating reading. Obviously these are topics which are of particular interest to the author, and an understanding of their nature is of great importance to the management of patients with cerebrovascular disease and indeed elderly patients in general. Dr Isaacs is to be congratulated on this short textbook of geriatrics which should be welcomed not only by doctors, but also by nurses and ancillary workers who are concerned with the care of elderly patients both in and outside hospital. This excellently produced and illustrated book has as its aim 'to present the essentials of diagnostic radiology to Physicians and Surgeons'. The method the authors adopt in doing this is to cover the subject broadly without any attempt at detail, and to simplify as much as possible. Much of the outlook of the diagnostic radiologist pervades this volume as a result, and the authors have chosen nicely between the Scylla of making his task appear too easy and the Charybdis of
